The Feelings Of Christmas

The Innkeeper - Overwhelmed
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We’ve been looking at The Feelings of Christmas and certain individuals in the Christmas story in particular.
Mary- troubled, confused but victorious. She taught us to listen to the message all the way through to the end not check out when it becomes uncomfortable.

Joseph – skeptical of God’s plan for his life but he taught us to over-ride his emotions and lean toward God.

Today we will look at an individual who really doesn’t get much airplay in the story. He is only referred to with a passing glance.

Let’s look at the Feelings of the Innkeeper.

How many people here like to travel?
I like seeing new places but I don’t like the traveling part like flying on planes.
But the positive thing about flying is that it gets you there a whole lot quicker.

In the ancient days, traveling was a little different than it is today.

1. Travelers were often in danger from bandits.

You are familiar with the story of the Good Samaritan. Jesus told a true to life possibility where a man was ambushed, beaten robbed and left half dead.

2. Travelers were often at the mercy of the local people.

Job said, The alien has not lodged outside, For I have opened my doors to the traveler.  Job 31:32
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Eventually, staging posts were created which were a  simple accommodation for people and their animals. 
They were called “caravanaseries.”
They were also places of sinful practices.

Maybe that’s why Jesus said to His disciples; And whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is worthy in it, and stay at his house until you leave that city.  Mt 10:11
There are many times the Bible talks about showing hospitality to strangers and especially to the saints.

Heb 13:2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it. 

Pr 31 speaks about the Virtuous Woman. “Her lamp does not go out at night.” 

Ie.

He house is always open to strangers.

People who traveled often became:

· Hungry

· Thirsty

· Lonely

Hunger was so detestable to the Jews that even an enemy was not allowed to die from it.

Paul commanded:

Rom 12:20 BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; Quoting Pr 25:21

Also,
When someone who was traveling came within one’s tent or home, he was under the protection of that family.

David said in;

Ps 23:5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 

He was referring to this kind of safety and protection.

This brings us to the travels of Joseph and Mary on their way to Bethlehem.
Lu 2:3 And everyone was on his way to register for the census, each to his own city. 

v.4  Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, 

v.5  in order to register along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child. 

v.6  While they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. 

v.7  And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

Let’s think about the innkeeper.
Bethlehem was bursting with people. The Roman census demanded all citizens return to the place of their birth for registration.

Obviously, there were many.

When Joseph and Mary arrived, they expected to have a room in the above chambers but there was nothing available.

I wonder how the innkeeper felt – overwhelmed?

Isn’t that the feeling one experiences when it seems:

· The need is greater than the resources

· The demands are more than the time

Even for us, being overwhelmed is a common feeling at Christmas.

For the innkeeper:

Too many people, not enough rooms, much noise and confusion, donkeys, caravans.

A lot of pressure to perform his job.

But,

he did what he could; 

He provided a place for Mary to have her baby.

For you, Christmas can be overwhelming but like it was for the innkeeper, but you can do what you can.
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You can show:

· Kindness

· Generosity


· Love
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   Hope

Hope means:

· someone cares

· I’m not alone

· I have a future

Sure, like the innkeeper, you can be overwhelmed at Christmas, but you can do something.
When Jesus came into the world, there was no place for Him.

When He died, there was no place for Him. 

His coming in and going out was for you, and me; for all people.

for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Lu 2:11

Do you know this Savior?

He knows you and is waiting for you to acknowledge and accept Him.

