Journey Through John

Mary Anoints Jesus’ Feet
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It is truly amazing how one’s perception toward life, people and especially Jesus Christ is affected by the desire to learn.
History records explorers, inventors, and adventurers who shaped the world by their hunger for knowledge.

It also seems like the trouble makers of the world are just that due to a lack of knowledge. They rather live by opinion.

“opinion” belief not based on absolute certainty or positive knowledge but on what seems probable to one’s own mind.

“knowledge” acquaintance with facts

These are both ruling forces in a person’s life. Which one do you think rules you?

As we journey through John, 21 chapters in 21 weeks, we arrive at ch.12 where Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus honors Jesus in such a way that knowledge trumped opinion.
v.1 Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 

v.2  So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. 

The time frame is a week before Jesus goes to the cross. Therefore, Bethany was a dangerous place for Jesus.
Remember, last time the disciples tried to persuade Jesus not to go there to raise Lazarus because there were people there who wanted Him dead.

So Jesus had a nice meal with His three friends and then Mary did something extraordinary.
v.3 Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

The name of both a plant and the fragrant oil it yielded. Since it was very expensive, Mary’s act of devotion was costly. It was also an unusual act, both because she poured the oil on Jesus’ feet (normally it was poured on the head) and because she used her hair to wipe them (a respectable woman did not unbind her hair in public). Further, it showed her humility, for it was a servant’s work to attend to the feet.
One writer said; (William Barclay)
“Mary’s heart ran over in love.”

“nard” spikenard – an aromatic ointment made from a plant
This is not the only time this honor was bestowed on Jesus.

Mk 14:3 While He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper, and reclining at the table, there came a woman with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure nard; and she broke the vial and poured it over His head. 

Here,

The incident took place in the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus.

The purpose of this anointing was to refresh and gladden the guest.
Isn’t that what love does?

Love gladdens.

Paul scribes love for us in:

I Cor 13

Love is patient - it gladdens

love is kind  - it gladdens

is not jealous – jealousy doesn’t gladden 
love does not brag – bragging does not gladden

is not arrogant – arrogance does not gladden 
does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,  - none of these things gladden
does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never fails – because it gladdens.
Martha is known for her servitude. She loves to serve.

But Mary is known for her extravagant love for Jesus.

Which one is better?

Well, there was a time Martha got upset with Mary for not helping her with the work and she complained to Jesus.

Jesus told her, it was better to sit at His feet and learn eternal truths.

Finally,
Considering love; love does not calculate the cost. Mary took the most precious thing she had and spent it on Jesus.

And God?

Well, He so loved us that He gave His only begotten Son for us…

Love doesn’t count the cost.
From a story called “The Gift of the Magi” we have this illustration.

A young couple, Della and Jim were very poor but very much in love. Each had one unique possession. Della’s hair was her glory. When she let it down it almost served as a robe.

Jim had a gold watch which had come to him from his father and was his pride.

It was the day before Christmas and Della had exactly one dollar and eighty-seven cents to buy Jim a present. She went out and sold her hair for twenty dollars. With the proceeds she bought a platinum chain for Jim’s precious watch.
When Jim came home that night and saw Della’s shorn head, he stopped as if stupefied. It was not that he did not like it or love her any less; for she was lovelier than ever.

Slowly, he handed his gift to her, it was a set of expensive tortoise-shell combs with jeweled edges for her lovely hair.

He had sold his gold watch to buy them.

Each had given the other all there was to give.

Real love cannot think of any other way to give.

So here is what love did:

v.3 Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

We have two actual scenes here, one literal and one symbolic.
Literal – The fragrance filled the house and all the people enjoyed it.
Symbolic – When this kind of love is shown Jesus, His house, the Church, is filled with fragrance and all the people enjoy it.

You see, it’s really about loving Jesus.
That’s what makes a church a great church.
Not:

· Programs

· Money

· Notoriety

Rather,

When all the people have an extravagant love for Jesus, that church becomes a great church.

By the way,
When this happens, the church will have programs, money and notoriety.

After this scene Judas complained saying that perfume was wasted. It should have been sold and the money given to the poor.
Notice Jesus’ response.

v.7 Let her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial. 

Mary saw her act as extravagant love.
Judas saw it as extravagant waste.

Where do these two viewpoints come from
Mary’s comes from her desire to learn truth.

Judas’ comes from personal opinion.

v.8  "For you always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me." 

Jesus is speaking of opportunity.

As long as man is in control, there will be poor people.
God commanded His people to help the poor.

Deu 15:11 For the poor will never cease to be in the land; therefore I command you, saying, 'You shall freely open your hand to your brother, to your needy and poor in your land.' 

But the physical presence of Jesus is temporal.

In closing;
Mary had a desire to learn. In her sitting at the feet of Jesus many times, she heard about His death and resurrection, as the other disciples did, but she understood it, where they did not.

I believe desire means everything.

You have no idea the understanding you will have when you seek to desire like Mary did.

