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We left off last time with Jesus being interrogated by Pontius Pilate. 
Pilate asked Him if He was a king and Jesus responded, “My kingdom is not of this world.”

Ie.

He is a king and He has a kingdom, but not here and not now.

At the end of the interrogation, we open up to ch.19.

v.1 Pilate then took Jesus and scourged Him. 
Pilate hoped a flogging would satisfy the Jews and enable him to release Jesus.

Pilate had Jesus whipped to appease the people.

It’s amazing what people will do to satisfy the crowd.

Have you ever found yourself in that situation?

You were:

· In the minority

· Had a differing opinion

· Felt like all eyes were on you
· You had to make a choice, either your convictions or the wants of the crowd.

That is not an easy place to be; especially living in a world that is against everything you stand for.

Even Pilate’s wife said to him;

Mt 27:19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message, saying, "Have nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because of Him." 

v.20  But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to death. 

The soldiers got in on the action as well.

v.2  And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and put a purple robe on Him; 

v.3  and they began to come up to Him and say, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and to give Him slaps in the face. 

There is a mocking going on here that I never realized before.

I am going to read from Philo, A Jewish writer (Literature of the Jewish People in the Time of Jesus, pp. 349-354):

There was a certain madman named Carabbas, afflicted not with a wild, savage, and dangerous madness… but with an intermittent and more gentle kind; this man spent all this days and nights naked in the roads, minding neither cold nor heat, 

the sport of idle children and wanton youths; 
and they, driving the poor wretch as far as the public gymnasium, and setting him up there on high that he might be seen by everybody, 
flattened out a leaf of papyrus and put it on his head instead of a diadem, (crown) and clothed the rest of his body with a common door mat instead of a cloak and instead of a sceptre they put in his hand a small stick of the native papyrus which they found lying by the way side and gave to him; 

and when, like actors in theatrical spectacles, he had received all the insignia of royal authority, and had been dressed and adorned like a king, the young men bearing sticks on their shoulders stood on each side of him instead of spear-bearers, in imitation of the bodyguards of the king, 

and then others came up, some as if to salute him, and others making as though they wished to plead their causes before him, and others pretending to wish to consult with him about the affairs of the state. 

Then from the multitude of those who were standing around there arose a wonderful shout of men calling out Maris; and this is the name by which it is said that they call the kings among the Syrians
One writer sums it up like this: (W.B.)

“It is a sorrowful thing that the soldiers treated Jesus as a mocking crowd might treat an idiot boy.”
Jesus was brought back out, bruised and bleeding, wearing a purple robe and a crown of thorns on His head; a mockery to His kingship.
Jesus refused to answer any more of Pilate’s questions and Pilate threatened Him to have Him crucified.

Jesus responded:

v.11 You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above…
When you know you are on a mission for God, you are confident that you are in God’s hands.

v.17 They took Jesus, therefore, and He went out, bearing His own cross, to the place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha. 

v.18  There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, one on either side, and Jesus in between. 

v.19  Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It was written, "JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF THE JEWS." 

A placard stating the crime for which someone was executed was often fastened to his cross. the king of the jews . Again the royalty theme.

Under all that mockery, was buried the truth of who He was.

The O.T. prophet Isaiah foretold this would happen;

He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors.  Isaiah 53:12

v.20 Therefore many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin and in Greek. 

These were the three greatest nations of that day:
Romans – taught the world law and good government

Greeks – taught the world beauty of form and thought

Hebrews – taught the world worship of the true God

And;
In Jesus were these three things:

· Kingdom of God with perfect rule

· Supreme beauty and highest thought

· The very image of God

Pilate used this inscription to irritate the Jews.
Perhaps God used it to declare His Son.

v.21  So the chief priests of the Jews were saying to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews'; but that He said, 'I am King of the Jews.'" 

v.22  Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written." 

Hey,
Pilate finally got a little backbone!

I would say because “God was having His way with him.”
He used Pilate to:

· Crucify Jesus

· Proclaim who He was

We find another prophecy about His crucifixion:

v.23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer garments and made four parts, a part to every soldier and also the tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece. 

v.24  So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be"; this was to fulfill the Scripture: "THEY DIVIDED MY OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS." 

Ps 22:18 They divide my garments among them, And for my clothing they cast lots. 

He gave His mother into the care of John and fulfilled another prophecy.

v.28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, *said, "I am thirsty." 
Ps 22:15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And my tongue cleaves to my jaws;
v.29  A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up to His mouth. 

. Equivalent to cheap wine, the drink of ordinary people.
Ps 69:21 They also gave me gall for my food And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 

In this short time, many things had been done to Jesus and many things have been said;

But the phrase that changes human history is:
v.30  Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" 

Jesus died as a victor and had “completed” ( v. 28 ; the Greek verb is the same as that for “finished”) what he came to do.

“finished” completed, executed, accomplished

And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 

I would like to close with Adam Clarke as he interprets this phrase for us:

  “As if he had said: “I have executed the great designs of the Almighty - I have satisfied the demands of His justice - I have accomplished all that was written in the prophets, and suffered the utmost malice of my enemies; 
and now the way to the holy of holies is made manifest through my blood. 
An awful, yet a glorious finish. Through this tragical death God is reconciled to man, and the kingdom of heaven opened to every believing soul.”

Question:

Are you a believing soul?

